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no sign of the corresponding invasion of the Austrians from
Belgium, and the Austrian army upon the left was far behind.
What was the position and character of the French army
which was to oppose this Prussian invasion ? Even before the
fall of Longwy, Dumouriez had been appointed commander-in-
chief of Lafayette's former army, and had been given power
to concentrate troops from other quarters. The Army of the
North, in the command of which Luckner had succeeded
Rochambeau, was greatly disorganized, so that Dumouriez saw
that it was quite impossible to hold the usual lines of defence
and resolved at once to fall back behind the Meuse. The
Prussian advance was so speedy that he determined to fall
back yet further, and to take up his position, with thirteen
thousand men, in the defiles of the mountains of the Argonne.
Here he had time to summon to him the advanced guard of
Luckner's army, consisting of seven thousand men under the
command of Arthur Dillon, the ex-Constituant and former
Governor of Tobago; while from the Army of the Rhine he
ordered up a reinforcement of its best troops under the
command of General Kellermann. The defiles of the Argonne
were not a tempting position for a general to take up. There
were many passes which could be easily forced, and it might
have seemed that Dumouriez would have been more wise to
hold the line of the Meuse; but he took his decision on true
military principles, and though the line of the Argonne was
longer and more difficult to hold, his retreat to that position
gave him time to wait for the junction of Arthur Dillon and
Kellermann, and also to call back his own most advanced
division under General Beurnonville. Further, he had time to
be joined by an important force under General Duval. This
division only consisted of six thousand men, but it was
formed entirely of old soldiers who had been drawn from the
various garrisons in Brittany and Normandy, and it therefore
presented a very different appearance to the volunteers or the
national guards, and was better armed,equipped and disciplined.
It will be remembered that, on the motion of Vergniaud,
thirty thousand national guards were ordered to the frontier,